
Hello farmers! 
 
Happy New Year from the Bowdoin Geneva Farmers’ Market in 
Dorchester!  It’s hard to believe but it’s already time for us to start 
thinking about vendor recruitment for the 2012 market season. 
 As you too plan for next season, I urge you to take a few 
minutes to consider an exciting opportunity to support food 
justice.  I hope to hear from you! 
 

A little bit of background… 
Bowdoin Geneva, a predominantly low-income community of 
11,290 nestled within the larger Dorchester neighborhood of 
Boston, is home to long-standing African-American residents and to increasing numbers 
of first and second generation Cape Verdean, Caribbean, and Latin American 
immigrants.  The vibrant but economically depressed neighborhood has the attention of 
the mayor, the public health commissioner and the police, who seek to help residents 
overcome vulnerabilities arising from community violence, population density, and 
recent immigration.   
 
The challenge of finding healthy foods in Bowdoin Geneva has been problematic for 
years.  Concerned about the lack of access to healthy foods and a noticeable rise in 
obesity-related health issues in the neighborhood, in 2006, a group of residents 
approached the Bowdoin Street Health Center for help with creating a coalition that 
could address this issue at the neighborhood level.  Since then, the “Food in the Hood 
Committee,” as it came to be called, has made significant strides: 
  

• Conducting a thorough strategic planning process and securing funding for the 
foundation of a comprehensive healthy food access initiative and a full-time 
project coordinator 

• Opening the Bowdoin Geneva Farmers’ Market in 2008 and demonstrating yearly 
growth in each subsequent year 

• Creating an innovative, nationally-recognized subsidized CSA program in 
collaboration with The Food Project in 2010 – which expanded exponentially in 
its second year, distributing over $13,000 in fresh, local produce to residents 

• Piloting a Farm-to-Store program in 2011 with four neighborhood corner stores 
• Working to launch a larger healthy corner store campaign to expand availability 

and affordability for customers as well as profitability for the store owners 
• Exploring the viability of a workplace CSA at the health center to enhance 

connections between providers and patients in their conversations about dietary 
behavior change 

 
Our biggest challenge remains building a thriving and sustainable farmers’ market here 
in Bowdoin Geneva in the context of the economic realities here.  We, like other 
markets, face the essential chicken and egg problem – in order to attract more 
customers to the market, we must have sufficient vendors to provide variety and at the 
same time, in order to entice vendors, we must demonstrate a robust customer base. 
 This is where you come in! 

 



The offering… 
For 2012, our market will operate weekly on Thursdays from 3-6:30pm with our season 
beginning on June 28th with a kick-off event and ending in September 27th with a Back 
to School Block Party.  We already have a commitment from City Harvest, an amazing 
youth development program housed at the Trustees of Reservations’ Bradley Estate in 
Canton, MA.  You can read more about their innovative project here. 
 
We are looking for one additional farm to join us in creating a thriving healthy food 
environment in Bowdoin Geneva by joining us for the season in its entirety as well as 
several guest vendors to join us at various points throughout the season.  Our market is 
equipped to accept EBT/SNAP benefits and to double these dollars through the Boston 
Bounty Bucks Program at no additional cost to our vendors – providing a significant 
boost to sales in this lower-income community.  Additionally, we are unique in that in my 
dual role as market manager and coordinator of the health center’s larger healthy food 
access initiative, I am a full-time employee available daily to troubleshoot issues, 
manage SNAP transactions, support farmers, and actively document the market’s 
progress over the course of the season and the role of our farmers who make it all 
possible.  We recognize this as a unique asset of our market. 
 
During the market season, we produce a weekly newsletter which features a list of all 
produce available from our vendors, a nutritional profile of a featured in-season product 
of the week along with a recipe for that item, and a healthy food access article of the 
week – helping our readers to stay informed about what’s happening on a local, 
regional, and national level with regard to food issues.  Additionally, we bring to bear a 
strong network of community partnerships, allowing us to deploy an incredibly strong 
promotional campaign through social media, radio, in-person outreach, and signage 
campaigns (conducted in Cape Verdean Creole, Spanish, and English whenever 
possible).  We also have a team of energetic young people, “The Healthy Champions”, 
who dress up in vegetable costumes to help promote the market and build its customer 
base! 
 
We offer slots for permanent and guest vendors for a cost of just $1 for the season!!! 
 We hope you might consider joining our food justice efforts in Bowdoin Geneva for the 
2012 season and helping us to grow our market into the vibrant driver of community 
economic development that we know it can be.  Please be in touch with us to explore 
how you might become involved! 
 
Best wishes, 
Maura 
 
--- 
Maura Schorr Beaufait 
Healthy Food Access Coordinator, Bowdoin Street Health Center 
Market Manager, Bowdoin Geneva Farmers’ Market 
230 Bowdoin Street 
Dorchester, MA 02122 

P: (617) 754-0026 

Check out the other healthy food access 
initiatives at the Bowdoin Street Health Center: 

http://foodinthehood.wordpress.com/initiatives/ 


